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Emily Saso

ES: Would you like to order anything before we start?
DR: Just some sparkling water, thanks. I'm not very hungry.

ES:What would you normally eat here on an empty stomach?
DR:Actually, I come here quite often.The burgers are my wife’s Nina
and my junk food indulgence. I know it may seem a bit odd that
burgers at the Four Seasons are our junk food, but they’re so good!

ES: Would you ever order a veggie burger?
DR:What am I, a wimp?

ES: I’m vegan, actually.
DR: [silence]

ES:Ahem. Given that you were born in the GTA and now split
your time between Toronto and Florence, where is home?
DR: I do feel a bit confused about that. Toronto’s my home
because I was born here; my roots are here. But when I'm in Italy
filming Dolce Vita I'm so engrossed in the world there. You almost
have two lives. It’s really bizarre. Basically, when I'm in any city, I
try and really live it.

ES: Your job involves cooking, eating and living the good
life in one of the most beautiful countries in the world. Not
that I envy you, but how the heck did you get so lucky?

DR: It was sheer determination that got Nina and I into this.
There was no way someone was going to say ‘No, it can’t be done’
or “What are you doing in this business?” And in part, it’s because
we're kids of immigrants. And I don’t think we take ‘no’ for an
answer. At least Nina and I don’t. I think we're similar to our
parents who came over and busted their asses. Immigrants like
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them built Toronto. They paved the roads, literally. I find that very
inspiring.

ES: Tell me more about your parents.

DR: My dad is a hairdresser and so is my mom. My dad’s from
Pozzuoli and my mom comes from a small town in Foggia. She
came over in 1948 or ‘49, when she was six. My dad came when
he was 17 or 18.They met in Toronto in the Yonge and Bloor area.

ES: Did your mother instill a love of Italian cuisine in you?
DR:Yeah, I'm a good mama’s boy. She makes a great pasta with
mozzarella, eggplant and tomato sauce. She puts it in the oven and
it gets nice and crispy. Its so good! And she makes amazing
eggplant parmigiana. I don’t even bother making it myself!

For a boy growing up, there wasn’t much expected from me in the
kitchen, which was a bonus. It was just like ‘g0 My parents didn’t
really care if I cooked or not. I just loved to eat. My mom used to
work on Saturdays, and my brother and sister couldn’t care less
about cooking so I would cook. Looking back now, there was no
supervision and I was seven, and I had the four elements going...

ES:Yikes! What was the first dish you mastered?

DR: It was probably something simple—pasta with tuna, (pasta al
tonno). Sometimes I would add cherry tomatoes, sometimes tomato
sauce.

ES: What’s your philosophy in the kitchen?

DR: My tag line is ‘I'm not a chef, 'm Italian. The whole ‘chef’
word in Italy is so seldom used. Here, chefs are sometimes put on
pedestals. Meanwhile, some of the best so-called ‘chefs’ in Italy,
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one in Sicily in particular, rarely have formal training, yet they
make some of the best meals I've ever had in my life.

Simple and basic is my cooking style. Fresh ingredients. But you
can still get good results if you can’t make it fresh. On my Web site
I have this section on the five essential ingredients. It’s amazing
that with olive oil, garlic, peperoncini, tuna, penne or spaghetti you
can actually make 25 different dishes. It’s like alchemy!

ES: What is the biggest difference between Italian cooking
and Italian-Canadian cooking?

DR Italian-Canadians are limited with the quality of ingredients.
Our tomatoes come in from California. They’ve been sitting on a
truck for four weeks. We get tomatoes in January. It doesn’t make
sense. Italian-Canadians are just as passionate. But if the food’s
better you're just going to be a bit more passionate.

ES: Italian aside, what varieties of food do you love to
cook and eat?

DR: I love Indian, Japanese, Korean... I love to eat. I love all types
of food. In terms of what I love to cook, I've made a few curry
risottos, just for fun. I've cooked a bit of Thai; I enjoy doing that.
But if it’s something that I really want I'll leave it up to the experts.

ES: I just happened to notice that you’re in great shape.
How do you stay fit with so much food around all the time?

DR: I like to run. I've done a few half marathons. I love soccer. I
love food so much that if I didn’t stay active I'd weight 300 pounds!

ES: Your wife Nina is the show’ executive producer. Is it
difficult to separate love and work?

DR: Actually, it’s funny you ask that because we got married here
at the Four Seasons in 1994. Full circle, you know? I'm lucky that
I work with her. It’s tough because the work is intense, but we are
a formidable team. At the end of the day you have to have passion
and love.

People often only see the glamour of it. Now don’t get me wrong,
it is glamorous—I'm on TV, I'm recognized. But there’s so much
going on behind the scenes that people don't see. There’s so much
work, so many long hours.

ES: What do you have in your fridge right now? I'm
picturing foie gras, and some sort of tiny chicken.

DR: I don't really have a lot in there most of the time. If I want
tuna, I have to go buy it that day. Because of where we live, and
our proximity to great shops, Nina and I shop daily to cook daily.
I have my basic pantry stocked with things like dried pasta, garlic,
olive oil, tuna, canned legumes, tomato puree and plum tomatoes.

ES: Why do we love to watch you and other ‘“celebrity”
chefs cook so much?

DR: I think it because, fundamentally, people are connected to
food. As kids we used to see our mothers cook so watching it on
TV brings back warm and fuzzy feelings. There’s so much crap on
TV right now, but shows like ours offer simple television that can
even teach you a few things.
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No Chemicals, Nitrates, Hormones Or Pesticides.
Just 100% Organic Deli Meats.

he same organic goodness that you expect
from the butcher can now be found in and
around the deli case.
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Siena Foods is pleased to bring you Organic
Originals, our premium line of organic deli meats.
We're here to fill the growing demand for the value
people place on healthy, flavorful foods.

Organic food tastes great.
Well-balanced soils produce healthy crops, which
means healthy people and animals.

Organic production reduces health risks.
Many existing farm pesticides were registered
before they were linked to cancer and other
diseases.The solution? Avoid them!

Organic products are regulated.

Organic certification is your assurance that
products have been grown and handled according
to strict procedures to ensure purity.

From ham to capicolla, Organic
Originals is available in a
variety of tasty deli meats.

Visit us at: OrganicOriginals.ca
or call: 1 800 465-0422
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